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HOMILY by Richard Leonard 
 

At the end of today's Gospel we hear how Jesus' hometown crowd were so out-
raged by his words that they wanted to throw him off a cliff. How things have 
changed! These days many young adults tie a rope around their ankles and will-
ingly hurl themselves from any precipice available! 
 

It seems that some young people enjoy the challenge of facing down their fears, 
trusting the generally good track record of those who have done it before them and 
publicly showing their courage, even to the brink of death. Those of us not coura-
geous or stupid enough to attempt a bungee jump have to concede that to do it, 
for whatever reason, is heroic stuff. 
 

Heroic stuff is at the heart of today's readings. Even though the crowd hated what 
they heard, Jesus preached boldly to his own people. Jeremiah was similarly cou-
rageous in his teaching, in the face of enormous persecution from his people. And 
Paul knows the only reason one can endure hardships and rejection and even be 
seen as stupid in the eyes of the world is for the sake of love.  
 

The word 'love' has to be one of the most misused words in our language. We say 
we love our house, holiday, car, and even ice cream. But using love in this way we 
scarcely come close to what Christian love is all about.  
 

St Paul teaches today that love is not primarily about warm fuzzy feelings and vio-
lins. Paul knew that Christian love is an intensely practical business. There is no 
point in any of us saying we love anyone unless our actions follow the profession 
we make.  
 

Indeed as St John was to sharply say in his letter in the New Testament, 'If you 
say you love God and hate your neighbour, you are a liar'. We can say the right 
words about loving God and each other all we like, but if we do not show it in how 
we live, then we are noisy gongs and clanging cymbals.  
 

There is no getting around it: Christian love always and everywhere involves sacri-
fice.  
 

So, how can we love like this? Why should we love like this?  
 

We can love sacrificially because other people have loved us in the same way. 
When anyone has been gentle, kind and patient with us, when they did not insist 
on their own way, were not irritable, resentful or enjoy our downfall, we were on 
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 Parish News 

SICK/SPECIAL NEEDS:   We remember in prayer … 
Leonie Pickett, Veronica Hipwell, Karen Curran,  Algi & Geraldine Bajelis, Mick King, Jan 
Hobson, Lewis Peel (Purcell), Rita Martin, Emma Pacifico, Lorraine Caldwell, Loris Jackson, 
Linda McDonald, Dean Hart, Barry Moore, Chris Patsan, Catherine Hobbs, Bernadette Coffey, 
Dorota Bakowska, Gae Alderton, Ernestina Klein, Alexander Klein, Stanislawa Ksiadz, Maria 
Kanonczuk, Sharyn Trappel, Clare Sullivan, Craig Hart, Jill Heffernan, Helen Campbell, Laurel 
Dixon, Jarrad Bryant 
RECENTLY DECEASED: 
ANNIVERSARIES: Frank Galvin 
BAPTISM:  Mateo Cartwright  
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the receiving end of love. They showed us how to do it. That's love.  
 

We can take this enormous gamble to love like this only when others have loved us enough to tell us the 
truth about ourselves and we in turn have spoken the truth to them. That's love.  
 

And we can plunge into the unknown, even to the brink of death, because along with others we have held on 
to hope in the face of difficult times. That's sacrificial love and that is what Christian love is all about.  
 

Jesus does not promise us in the Gospel that any of this is going to be easy, just necessary if we are going 
to live life to the full. And we also have legions of companions who have been down this road before us.  
 

From Jeremiah to Jesus to Paul to the martyrs and saints and to our own families, we know that it is possible 
to face down our fears, trust the track record of those who have done it before us, publicly show our courage, 
even to the brink of death and leap into the future with only three ropes tied to our ankles.  
 

On one is written 'faith'. On the second is written 'hope' and on the third and strongest rope is written 'love'.  
Let's pray in this Eucharist, then, for the grace to be foolish in the eyes of the world and heroic in the courage 
it takes to love others sacrificially, and be loved by them, even to the point of death.  
© Richard Leonard SJ 
Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian Catholic Office for Film and Broadcasting, is a member of the Australian Catholic Media Council and a film critic 
for all the major Australian Catholic newspapers. He completed a PhD in cinema studies at the University of Melbourne. He lectures in cinema and theology at the 
Jesuit College of Spirituality and has been a visiting lecturer in Australian cinema at the University of Melbourne, a visiting scholar within the School of Theatre, 
Film and Television at UCLA and is visiting professor at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. He is an Honorary Fellow of the Australian Catholic University, 
has lectured widely and is the author of numerous books. 



 

 

Our Parish Notices 

Word of God Sunday - The Church in Australia 
celebrates the Sunday of the Word of God on 
the first Sunday in February – February 6 in 
2022. Pope Francis established the day, which is 
devoted to “the celebration, study and 
dissemination” of the Word of God. Visit 
www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday to access 
resources to help commemorate the day and for 
suggestions on how to better engage with 
Sacred Scripture in various ways and settings. 
 
Remember Lenten Program 2022 is now 
available for purchase from the Catholic Diocese 
of Wollongong. Order online at dow.org.au/shop 
or Phone/Email 4222 2411 / orders@dow.org.au    
Delivery is expected to begin mid/late January 
so get in quick! 
 
The Bereavement Support Team meets this 
Tuesday, 1st  February, at 6.00pm at St. Philip’s 
Church Hall. New members are welcome. Team 
contact is Diana on 4943 0303. 
 
Wanted: The overworked ride on mower, that 
we use to mow St Philips needs a companion. 
We are looking for a second working ride 
on mower,  to keep the lawns under control. We 
mow every Tuesday from 9.30am so any new 
volunteers would be warmly welcomed by the 4 
of us that currently do it now. Please ring 
Bernard Murray 0408 496 179. 
 
Confirmation & First Eucharist will now be 
celebrated at 6 Masses during February 6.30pm 
at St Philip’s Kotara: Thursdays 10, 17 & 24 
February and Fridays 11, 18 & 25 February. Fr 
Joseph has endeavoured to contact all the 
families with students going into Years 5 and 
6 (& above). It is possible some families will not 
have received this information if we  do not have 
a current email address for them. Families can 
now book via Eventbrite online. Each Mass will 
be limited to 20 candidates. Each candidate will 
be allowed 3 guests (4 tickets in total). 
 

 

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-
stream/ 
 
For Diocesan News and Events click here or 
go  to https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-e 

As advised by the Diocese on 24 December 
the Public Health Order now incorporates 
changes for mask wearing which capture all 
indoor areas including offices and places of 
worship from 24 December.  QR code check-
in remains in place for places of worship. 

 

2022 Liturgical Calendar for the 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Solemnities are in CAPITALS. Feasts are bold.  
Memorials are in ordinary type.  

Optional Memorials are in italics.  

 
31 January   Saint John Bosco 
2 February The Presentation  
  of The Lord 
3 February Saint Ansgar 
  Saint Blaise 
5 February Saint Agatha 

  

     

Pray for Tonga  
  

   
Tonga is reeling after a violent underwater vol-
cano eruption triggered tsunamis, de-
stroyed telecommunications and blanketed the 
country in ash and rock.  
 

Roads, bridges and homes are damaged. Wa-
ter supplies have been contaminated by volcan-
ic ash and saltwater.   
 

Tonga needs your support urgently. Give now 
to help with emergency response.   
 

Visit  www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-
appeals/pacific or call 1800 024 413 toll free 
to make your donation.  

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/bulletin-notices/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Dio%20Update%20%2031%20August&utm_content=Dio%20Update%20%2031%20August+CID_9574e7f4515841441e35b707919508eb&utm_source=Diocesan%20Update%20Email
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pacific
http://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/pacific


 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

remained shut for three years and six 
months and a great famine raged 
throughout the land, but Elijah was not 
sent to any one of these: he was sent 
to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian 
town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time 
there were many lepers in Israel, but 
none of these was cured, except the 
Syrian, Naaman.’ 
When they heard this everyone in the 
synagogue was enraged. They sprang 
to their feet and hustled him out of the 
town; and they took him up to the brow 
of the hill their town was built on, in-
tending to throw him down the cliff, but 
he slipped through the crowd and 
walked away. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of 
the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and ap-
ostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and I look forward to 
the resurrection of the dead and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday &amp; Co 
Inc., and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the 
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights re-
served. ©  Gospel Images used with permission Liturgy Help 

to move mountains, but without love, then I 
am nothing at all. If I give away all that I 
possess, piece by piece, and if I even let 
them take my body to burn it, but am with-
out love, it will do me no good whatever. 
Love is always patient and kind; it is never 
jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; 
it is never rude or selfish; it does not take 
offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no 
pleasure in other people’s sins but delights 
in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to 
trust, to hope, and to endure whatever 
comes. 
Love does not come to an end. But if there 
are gifts of prophecy, the time will come 
when they must fail; or the gift of lan-
guages, it will not continue for ever; and 
knowledge – for this, too, the time will come 
when it must fail. For our knowledge is im-
perfect and our prophesying is imperfect; 
but once perfection comes, all imperfect 
things will disappear. When I was a child, I 
used to talk like a child, and think like a 
child, and argue like a child, but now I am a 
man, all childish ways are put behind me. 
Now we are seeing a dim reflection in a 
mirror; but then we shall be seeing face to 
face. The knowledge that I have now is 
imperfect; but then I shall know as fully as I 
am known. 
In short, there are three things that last: 
faith, hope and love; and the greatest of 
these is love. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Lk 4:18 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to 
the poor and freedom to prisoners. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Lk 4:21-30 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according 
to Luke 
Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, 
‘This text is being fulfilled today even as 
you listen.’ And he won the approval of all, 
and they were astonished by the gracious 
words that came from his lips. 
They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’ 
But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me 
the saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and 
tell me, “We have heard all that happened 
in Capernaum, do the same here in your 
own countryside.”’ And he went on, ‘I tell 
you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted 
in his own country. 
‘There were many widows in Israel, I can 
assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven 

First Reading Jer 1:4-5. 17-19 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord 
was addressed to me, saying, 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you; before you came to birth I consecrated 
you; I have appointed you as prophet to the 
nations.  
So now brace yourself for action. 
Stand up and tell them all I command you. 
Do not be dismayed at their presence, 
or in their presence I will make you dis-
mayed. 
I, for my part, today will make you 
into a fortified city, a pillar of iron, and a wall 
of bronze to confront all this land: 
the kings of Judah, its princes, 
its priests and the country people. 
They will fight against you 
but shall not overcome you, 
for I am with you to deliver you – 
it is the Lord who speaks.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 70:1-6. 15. 17. R. v.15 
(R.) I will sing of your salvation. 
Response to be repeated after each verse 
 

1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge 
let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice rescue me, free me: 
pay heed to me and save me. (R.) 
 

2.Be a rock where I can take refuge  
a mighty stronghold to save me; 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
Free me from the hand of the wicked. (R.) 
 

3.It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,  
my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 
On you I have leaned from my birth, 
from my mother’s womb you have been my 
help. (R.) 
 

4.My lips will tell of your justice  
and day by day of your help. 
O God, you have taught me from my youth 
and I proclaim your wonders still. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 1 Cor 12:31 – 13:13 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians 
Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am 
going to show you a way that is better than 
any of them. 
If I have all the eloquence of men or of an-
gels, but speak without love, I am simply a 
gong booming or a cymbal clashing. If I 
have the gift of prophecy, understanding all 
the mysteries there are, and knowing eve-
rything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, 


